
COP 26 in Glasgow
What it is and why it is important



COP = “Conference of parties”
• parties = countries that 

pledged to limit global 
warming to avoid climate 
catastrophe

• 1st COP:  in 1992 after UN 
Report presented scientific 
evidence that man-made 
global warming caused more 
extreme weather events

• Reliance on fossil fuels like 
coal, oil and natural gas was 
established as a cause of 
greenhouse effect disrupting 
weather patterns



COP 26 is 26th conference.
It was not until  COP 21 (2015, 
Paris) that the world got serious • The previous 2 years were 

hottest in human history

• Global temperatures were 
rising twice as fast as in the 
1970s.

• Countries agreed to limit rise 
in temperatures well below 
2 degrees Celsia (2C), 
preferably below 1.5 C by 
2050.



Temperature has already risen by 1.2C .

•It resulted in the following extreme 
weather events in 2021:



January 2021
Record –breaking blizzards in  Madrid (£1.2 billion damage)  



Same month, North West 
England – storm Christoph 
flood



Unprecedented floods in New South Wales 
Australia, 2021



Dust storms in China, 2021



Hottest day on record in June, Moscow



Heatwaves in Canada ( 49.6C)



Wildfires in Oregon, US 
& Southern Europe -
Greece, Turkey, Italy 



We have just 8 
years to halve 
global emissions. 

• And even if we stopped all 
emissions right now, the 
temperature will continue to rise 
by 0.5 C because of the heat 
trapped in the oceans.



SCALE NEEDED to avoid climate catastrophe

• The global lockdown decreased 
pollution but made almost no 
difference in the rise of global 
temperatures. 

• We would need to do 
the same for several 
decades.



Whole systems need to 
change and they need to start 
changing right now.  COP 26 
should show countries’ 
plans for next five years, not 
just empty promises of NET 
ZERO by 2050.

• We need to

• Swap fossil fuels for 
renewables (on a large 
scale)

• Reduce consumption of 
energy

• Stop deforestation



But it is not happening… 

• China ( the biggest CO2 emitter) has not updated its old targets & has 
announced to build more coal plants
• Russian and Brazilian presidents will not be attending COP 26
• India ( the biggest consumer of coal) warned that it will remain like 

that for decades
• Saudi oil ministry demanded that the phrase “ the need for urgent 

action” should be eliminated.  Saudi Arabia set the Net Zero target to 
2060 but that does not include exported oil.
• Senior Australian government rejected the need for closing coal-fired 

power stations



What about UK?

• UK is planning to open a new 
coalmine in Cumbria  & exploit the 
Cambo and Clair oilfield to the west 
of Shetland
• Has allowed drilling in the Surrey 

Hills
• Investing £ 27 billion in new roads, 

overseas airport expansions, and 
pumps £1 billion of taxpayers 
money into new liquified natural gas 
field in Mozambique



What else?

The extra cash for tree planting and progress on electric 
vehicles does not make up for concrete plans to deliver 
renewables at scale, investing in public transport, 

and ending new oil and gas licences.

Ministers plan to install heat pumps by 2035 to phase out gas 
boilers but their plans only amount to 90 000 pumps and 
there are only around 1,000 heat pump installers in UK. They 
do not have a comprehensive scheme to insulate all homes.

The UK government relies on “ negative emission 
technologies” to suck out CO2 out of the atmosphere - later.



What to expect at COP 26 in Glasgow ? Talks about climate justice and money.



25,000 people expected to 
attend

• Protests 
planned to 
highlight the 
urgency of the 
actions needed



How to judge success of 
COP 26

• seeing concrete plans which 
can be put into action to 
significantly reduce 
emissions within next 5 
years.

• Educate yourself – it is your 
life they are deciding about 
in Glasgow now.
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